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APPLICATION GUIDELINES 

The Carrack is now accepting applications for visual art exhibitions and installations in 

2017. Please read these application guidelines thoroughly before submitting an 

application. 

 

Who can apply: 

ALL artists and curators are invited to apply.  

 

We especially welcome artists and curators who are: 

● emerging and seeking inaugural exhibition space 

● experimenting or pushing the boundaries of their own art practice 

● belonging to a historically marginalized or non-dominant cultural group 

● producing work that critically engages current issues 

● creating temporal and/or site-specific work 

● seeking to join with and contribute to a community unbounded by discipline, age, 

class, race, gender, or other identities 

 

How The Carrack works: 

The Carrack is an artist-centered, volunteer-run, zero-commission art space in Durham, 

North Carolina supported by community donations. Exhibitions rotate every two weeks. 

Artists are given complete creative control of their exhibition and expected to undertake 

all aspects of the professional presentation of their work. Artists have the option to price 

and sell their work as they see fit during their exhibition. The Carrack does not take any 

commission of sales.  

 

Before beginning your application, please read about The Carrack at 

http://thecarrack.org/about.  
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There is no fee to apply or present work at The Carrack. Deadlines and notification dates 

are based on your preferred exhibition dates, as indicated on the application. There are 

three deadlines by which to apply: by January 16 , February 13, or March 13, 2017 . 

Submitted proposals will be reviewed by one of three review panels, based on your 

submission date. All Carrack review panels are made up of past Carrack artists and 

curators and are moderated by Executive Director Laura Ritchie. Applications that are not 

accepted by one review panel are eligible for resubmission to be reviewed by the next 

review panel. We are happy to provide feedback based on the panel’s evaluation. We 

recommend that you apply early. 

 

Contact laura@thecarrack.org  if you have any questions during the application process. 

 

If you are interested in scheduling an event or performance at The Carrack, please do 

not fill out this application . Instead, send an email to 2017@thecarrack.org with your idea 

in the body of the email in order to begin the proposal process. 
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2017 OPENINGS, APPLICATION DEADLINES, AND NOTIFICATION SCHEDULE 

Exhibition Dates Application Deadline  Notification Date 

 

March 27 – April 9, 2017 

April 10 – 23, 2017 

April 24 – May 7, 2017 

May 8 – 21, 2017 

May 22 – June 4, 2017 

June 26 – July 9, 2017 

 

 

Monday, January 16, 2017 

 

Week of Monday, January 

30, 2017 

 

July 24 – August 6, 2017 

August 7 – 20, 2017 

August 21 – September 3, 2017 

September 4 – 17, 2017 

September 18 – October 1, 2017 

 

 

Monday, February 13, 2017 

 

Week of Monday, February 

27, 2017 

 

October 2 – 15, 2017 

October 16 – 29, 2017 

October 30 – November 12, 2017 

November 13 – 26, 2017 

November 27 – December 10, 2017 

 

 

Monday, March 13, 2017 

 

Week of Monday, March 27, 

2017 
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ABOUT THE CARRACK 

Since The Carrack opened its doors in June 2011 the space has hosted hundreds of 

exhibitions, performances, and events. Each artist, curator, performer, and organizer 

brings a new idea, audience, or perspective to the project. The relationships that we 

build through our artists’ networks form the strong foundation of grassroots support that 

sustains this organization. In sharing your work at The Carrack, you become a part of a 

larger story – it is every artist’s voice that defines and redefines who we are. 

 

We believe that art is a vital component of a thriving community. We acknowledge the 

obstacles presented by commission-based models and we seek to expand the creative 

possibilities of exhibition spaces by offering an alternative. The Carrack provides a 

free-to-apply, free-to-use, zero-commission, peer-juried, two-week-only option. During 

your time here, we want you to create your best work and actively engage with your 

audience in the way you choose. We also hope that, through your experience at The 

Carrack, you will become invested in our organization and in the futures of other artists in 

our shared community. 

 

The proposal process is straightforward. We want to see that you have a clear vision of 

how you plan to use your time at The Carrack and that you understand our expectations 

before you apply. By selecting your proposal, we are trusting you to be a responsible 

steward of our space and our mission, to be professional in the presentation, marketing, 

and execution of your exhibition, and to bring an open and collaborative spirit that will 

foster productive relationships within our organization and with the broader community.  

 

Thank you for applying and we look forward to seeing your work! 

 

Laura Ritchie, Co-founder and Executive Director 
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ARTIST REQUIREMENTS (upon acceptance) 

 

1. Attend at least one reception or event at The Carrack prior to your own exhibition. 

2. Design an invitation and/or poster for your exhibition and send it to us four weeks 

ahead of your opening date. 

3. Attend an orientation session with all artists in your Exhibition Cycle in advance of your 

exhibition. You will have the opportunity to ask questions and get advice about many of 

these requirements at the orientation. 

4. Undertake all aspects of installation and deinstallation of your exhibition, including any 

necessary coordination with the exhibitions preceding and following yours. The Carrack 

can assist as needed. 

5. Undertake all aspects of marketing your exhibition. We can offer support and 

suggestions on how to maximize exposure. 

6. Host a public reception during the first week of your exhibition. We have resources to 

assist you with reception planning and budgeting. 

7. Give a public artist talk, presentation, performance, or Q&A during your exhibition. 

8. Serve on one of the jury panels for 2018 exhibitions (dates TBA). 

 

Note regarding exhibition insurance: The Carrack does not offer insurance coverage for 

any artwork or materials brought into the space. Exhibitors are responsible for providing 

their own insurance if coverage is desired. Please contact Executive Director Laura 

Ritchie ( laura@thecarrack.org ) with specific questions. 
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ONLINE APPLICATION FORM 

To apply, please answer all of the questions in the online Application Form found here. 

After submitting the Application Form you will be instructed to email your artwork 

examples to 2017@thecarrack.org . 

 

Here are the questions in the Application Form, and the maximum length permitted for 

your responses. It is recommended that you develop your responses in advance and 

then copy-and-paste them into the online Application Form when you are ready to submit 

(rather than writing your submission content right in the online form). 

 

Please include your: 

Full Name, Email Address, Phone Number, Mailing Address 

 

1. WHEN do you want to have an exhibition?  

What are your preferred dates on the gallery’s calendar? We may not be able to give you 

your first choice so please let us know some options. 

 

2. WHO is involved in your exhibition? 

Is this a solo exhibition of your work, a group exhibition that includes your work, an 

exhibition you are curating, or an ongoing performance that requires two weeks in the 

space? (250 characters or fewer) 

 

3. WHAT should we know about you/them?  

We don't care as much about CVs and resumes as we do about your narrative 

description of who you/they are and the significance of your/their work. (500 characters 

or fewer) 

 

4. WHAT would you like to do at The Carrack?  

Tell us about your dream for the space. (1500 characters or fewer) 
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5. HOW do you plan to do it?  

Tell us about the logistics of making your dream happen. This part is less about where 

you’ll put the nail or place the pedestal and more about helping us understand any 

obstacles you anticipate and how you’ll overcome them. We also want to know about 

your plans to get people to The Carrack to see your work. (1500 characters or fewer) 

 

6. WHY is your work important?  

How does your work impact the world? What does it do or say? Why is this important 

now ? (500 characters or fewer) 

 

7. WHY does your work need to be shown HERE at The Carrack?  

What will The Carrack’s mission, model, location, or physical space offer to your work? 

How does your work, exhibition, or method align with The Carrack’s mission? How will 

this exhibition be different from other exhibitions of your work? What else should we 

know? (750 characters or fewer) 

 

8. SHOW US some examples.  

We do not require that all of the work you plan to show at The Carrack be completed at 

the time of your application, but we do need to see examples of original work that relate 

to your proposal. You may share these with us in one of the following ways: 

● Provide a link to your website and direct us absolutely clearly to up to 6 specific 

images or up to 3 specific video or audio files. 

● Attach up to 6 digital images, saved as low-resolution (72 dpi) JPG files, to an 

email sent to 2017@thecarrack.org. 

● Attach up to 3 video or audio files under 60MB to an email sent to 

2017@thecarrack.org. (Acceptable file formats: WAV, AIFF, MP3, AVI, FLV, WMV, 

MOV, MP4). 
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● Mail up to 6 printed photos or digital images saved as JPGs or PDFs on a CD to 

The Carrack at 947 East Main Street, Durham, NC 27701. Please include a printed 

copy of your completed application, which will be emailed to you once you submit 

the online Application Form. Mailed materials will not be returned. 

 

Proceed to the online Application Form . 
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